
 

Save the Date! 

Dagan Books 
Independent Publisher of strange and unique books 

Some Facts about 
Cthulhurotica: 

• We received three times 
as many submissions as 
we were actually able 
to accept for the book.  

• Our oldest contributor 
is 64, the youngest is in 
her early 20s.  

• We have stories by both 
men and women, by 
people of different 
sexualities, and people 
of color. 

• The book contains 
stories both by 
professional writers 
and some who are just 
starting out.  

Summer Ends, Fall Begins, and 
we Harvest what We’ve Sown. 

Over the summer, I had the idea for a 

collection of stories that would expand on 

some of the themes and characters I loved 

so much from the writing of H. P. Lovecraft. 

Lovecraft, and his friends and followers, 

have created a Universe of decadently 

creepy settings and unusually perverse 

monsters. What began as a project to honor 

that work has developed into a publishing 

company … the work I always dreamed one 

day I’d be doing. Thank you for being a part 

of that. – Carrie Cuinn, Publisher 

IN SITU 
opens for 

Submissions 

Oct. 15, 2010 

Cthulhurotica 

begins  
Pre-Orders 

Nov. 1, 2010 

Cthulhurotica 

goes on sale! 

Dec. 15, 2010 
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The Art of Dagan Books 
Though we’re in the business of 
publishing books that feature quite a 
lot of words, it’s just as important to 
us to have art that reflects our 
themes. 

Inside the pages… 
While Cthulhurotica features a 

gorgeous cover by internationally-

known artist Oliver Wetter, we 

didn’t skimp on the interior art 

either. A third of the book’s 

production budget went to artists 

like Galen Dara (top left) and 

Kirsten Brown (middle left). 

Art of the Future 

For future Dagan Books titles, we’ve committed to 

bringing the same level of artistic ingenuity and 

quality. For IN SITU, we’re looking for images of 

lost technology, ancient aliens, and mysterious 

excavations.  

How to Submit Art to Us 
We’re only interested in looking at the images you 

are actually submitting for consideration. There 

is no upper limit on the number of images we will 

purchase from any one artist. Feel free to submit a 

link to your online portfolio or image-hosting 

site, as long as the images you’re showing us are 

available for sale (if you only do custom work, 

please note that in your submission). 

 

Please direct art portfolios and art-related 

queries to artsubs@daganbooks.com 
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What is Archeology? Some Inspirations 
for IN SITU: 

Archaeology is the study of man’s past. 
this study is usually divided into 
either prehistoric archaeology or 
historic archaeology, depending upon 
the time period involved. All 
archaeological thinking, discussion, 
and writing relates either to 
archaeological evidence or to 
archaeological interpretation. 
Archaeological evidence is the 
physical remains, while archaeological 
interpretation is the explanation of 
such physical evidence. interpretation 
can be defended based upon clues 
provided by the physical evidence. 
 
Archaeological evidence is found in 
four forms:  
 
Archaeological Sites - places where 
artifacts, features or both artifacts 
and features are concentrated and 
indicate past activity.  
 
Archaeological Features - stationary 
objects, made or used by people.  
 
Archaeological Artifacts are non-
stationary objects that were made, 
modified, transported, or used by 
people in the prehistoric or historic 

past.  
 
PHYSICAL RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN 
THE ABOVE - Physical relationships 
include horizontal ones (settlement 
patterns, etc.) and vertical ones 
(stratigraphy). 
 
Archaeological interpretations are 
reconstructions or explanations of 
past human lifeways based upon 
physical evidence. Typically, 
interpretations are developed to 
answer the basic questions of 
archaeology. These are: 
 
1: How old are the artifacts, features, 
or sites? 
2: How were they made? 
3: How were they used? 
4: How did the people who made them 
live? 
5: How important are they?  
 
Archaeological interpretations 
cannot be accurately formulated 
until and unless archaeological 
evidence has first been collected and 
analyzed. 
From The California Department of 
Forestry and Fire Protection (CDF) 
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Alien Possibilities: 

Future Tech in Ancient Places 
Think early archeological digs finding 

something extraordinary underneath the 

sand or ice. Movies: Stargate (right), The 

Thing, Alien vs. Predator.  Fiction: At the 

Mountains of Madness by H.P. Lovecraft. 

Digs on Other Worlds 

Colonists on new planets find much 

older civilizations were there before 

them. Movies: Starship Troopers, Aliens. 

TV: Doctor Who.  Star Trek, Babylon 5. 

Books: Strata by Terry Pratchett, The 

Engines of God by Jack McDevitt, 2001: A 

Space Odyssey by Arthur C. Clarke (top 

left), ringworld by Larry Niven (bottom 

left). 

Xenoarcheology Online 

http://spacearchaeology.org/ 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Xenoarchaeol

ogy 

http://seti.astrobio.net/ 

http://www.centauri-dreams.org/ 

http://zoharesque.blogspot.com/  
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IN SITU: SUBMISSION GUIDELINES 

In Situ, an anthology of science 
fiction tales about alien 
excavations, weird archeology, and 
the unearthing of mysteries, will 
be open to submissions from 
October 15, 2010 to November 30, 
2010. Publication is planned for 
April 15, 2011. 
 
Submission Guidelines: 
 
Stories submitted before or after 
the stated submissions period will 
not be considered. We will respond 
with acceptances after December 
15, 2010, once all stories have been 
reviewed. Some rejections may be 
sent prior to the closing date. 
Payment will be 2 cents per word, 
up to $80 US, paid on publication. 
 
We're looking for stories of 
between 2,000 and 4,000 words. "In 
situ" (pronounced /ɪn ˈsaɪtjuː/) is 
a Latin phrase meaning in the place. 
According to the most common 
archaeological usage, in situ 
refers to an artifact that has not 
been moved from its original place 
of deposition. In other words, it is 
still where it was left. An artifact 
being in situ is critical to the 
interpretation of that artifact and, 
consequently, to the culture which 
formed it. Once an artifact's 'find-
site' has been recorded, the artifact 
can then be moved for conservation, 
further interpretation and display. 
An artifact that is not discovered in 
situ is considered out of context 
and will not provide an accurate 
picture of the associated culture. 
 
But what if the artifact isn't from a 
human culture? Could we, as 

humans, possibly understand it? If 
not, what might we mistake it for? 
Whether it's 19th century scholars 
finding an alien artifact at an a dig 
site in the Mediterranean, or 25th 
century explorers uncovering 
ancient ruins on a recently 
discovered planet, far out in space, 
In Situ seeks to unearth something 
new. 
 
 
SUBMISSIONS FORMAT: 
 
Please send all stories and queries 
to submissions@daganbooks.com in 
.doc or .rtf format. You must put 
the following in your email subject 
line: 
 
[In Situ] "Name of your story" 
LastName 
 
For example, our editor might 
submit a  story with the following 
subject line: 
 
[In Situ] "Alien Archeology" Cuinn 
 
Use a common font in your 
submission, like Courier or Times 
New Roman, 12 pt, and if you need to 
note any funky formatting or 
spelling, please do so at the end of 
the document.  
 
Cover letters aren’t necessary, but 
if you want to mention some recent 
publications or an academic 
background that might support 
your writing, feel free to do so in 
the body of your email. 
 
Thank you. 



 

 

 

We’re just Beginning …. 
Future plans include a shared-world 
collection of plague stories, a look at the 
truth behind the sea monster, and more sexy 
Cthulhu. We’ll put this newsletter out four 
times a year, at the changing of the seasons, 
to keep you up to date on our projects and 
processes. Thank you, so much, for being 
here for the ride. 
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But there the similarities end, as our dog’s 
only defensive ability is to pee on herself. 
Still, she’s adorable, and due to her 
tendency to be snuggled up next to me 
whenever I sit still long enough to get work 
done, she’s become the unofficial DB mascot. 
Luckily, this job comes with slightly less 
zombies. 

Maisey: Not for Zombies 
Yes, we have a little red dachshund 

named Maisey, after a zombie-hunting dog 
in Max Brook’s World War Z. 


